
CHESHIRE EAST COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of a meeting of the Children, Families and Adult Safeguarding 

Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
held on Monday, 1st December, 2014 at Committee Suite 1,2 & 3, Westfields, 

Middlewich Road, Sandbach CW11 1HZ 
 

PRESENT 
 
Councillor P Hoyland (Chairman) 
Councillor A Moran (Vice-Chairman) 
 
Councillors C Andrew, R Domleo, I Faseyi, D Flude, G Merry and Murray 
(substitute) 

 
Apologies 

 
Councillors J Saunders 

 
20 ALSO PRESENT  

 
Tony Crane – Director Children’s Services 
Nigel Moorhouse - Head of Service - Social Care 
Paula Swindlehurst - Interim Senior Improvement Manager 
Jane Branson – Assistant Director – Public health 
Carl Griffin - Locum Consultant Public Health 
Zoe – Van Cauter – Youth Representative 

 
 

21 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING  
 
RESOLVED – That the minutes of the meeting held on 6 October  2014 be 
confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 

 
22 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

 
There were no declarations of interest. 

 
23 DECLARATION OF PARTY WHIP  

 
There were no declarations of the existence of a party whip. 

 
24 PUBLIC SPEAKING TIME  

 
There were no members of the public present who wished to speak. 

 
25 WORK PROGRAMME  

 
The committee reviewed its work programme. 
 
RESOLVED –  



 

(a) That the work programme report be noted; 

 
(b) That The Chairman discuss with the Director of Children’s Services 

the item relating to HR policies, at the work planning meeting on 3 

December, with a view to allocating a target date for this project; 

 

 
(c) That a tentative start date of January 2015 be allocated to the item 

relating to the development of an SEN policy and it be noted that 

Councillor K Edwards has expressed an interest in joining the Task 

and Finish group to be set up to pursue this project.  

 
 

26 HEALTH RESPONSIBILITIES FOR 5-19 YEAR OLDS  
 
Jane Branson Assistant Director Public health attended the meeting and gave a 
presentation on the Council’s responsibilities in relation to 5-19 year olds 
 
Jane explained that although currently the Council was responsible  for Public 
Health Services for children and young people aged 5-19 (including Healthy Child 
Programme 5-19) from 1 October 2015, Public Health Services would be 
extended to include all children and young people i.e. 0 – 5 years (including 
Healthy Child Programme 0 – 5)  
 
The responsibilities included the mandatory National Child Measurement 
Programme. 
  
In addition, the Council had responsibilities in respect of the Healthy Child 
Programme (HCP), an early intervention and prevention public health programme 
that lay at the heart of universal services for children and families. This was a 
progressive universal programme – i.e. a programme of universal services 
appropriate for all children and young people with additional services for those 
with specific needs and risk factors.  
 
 
The Director of Public Health was responsible for the exercise of all new Local 
Athority Public Health functions, specifically:   
 

− accountable for population health 

− Statutory Chief Officer  

− Accountable for ring fence budget 

− Mandated responsibilities - commissioning 

− Review/oversight/monitoring function 

− Statutory duty to produce independent Annual Report 

− Statutory Member of Health & Wellbeing Board. 

 



The presentation also included a summary of key health indicators which showed 
how Cheshire East compared to the national average and how specific towns 
within Cheshire East compared to the Cheshire East average. 
 
RESOLVED- 
 

(a) That the report be received; 

 
(b) That the Assistant Director of Public Health be invited back to the 

Committee in December 2015 to report on progress particularly  in 

connection with the suite of indicators reported to this meeting.   

 
 

27 CARE LEAVERS - SCRUTINY REVIEW UPDATE  
 
Paula Swindlehurst gave a presentation on measures taken by the Council in 
response to the two Scrutiny reviews undertaken by the former Children Families 
Overview and Scrutiny committee supplemented by the work of the demised 
Children and Families Policy Development Group in respect of care leavers, and 
the former Health and Wellbeing Overview and Scrutiny committee regarding the 
health of care leavers 
 
RESOLVED – 
 

(a) That the presentation be received; 

 
(b) That the Director of Children’s services be requested to report back 

to this committee in 12 months time to update the committee on 

progress of the new proposals outlined in the report. 

 
 
 

28 CHILDREN SERVICES SOCIAL WORKERS  
 
The Chairman informed the committee that he, Councillors Dorothy Flude, Irene 
Faseyi and Jos Saunders had met with a number of social workers based in 
Crewe and Macclesfield on 4 November 2014, to follow up the progress made to 
improve working conditions for Social workers since a delegation from the 
committee had met social workers in Children’s Services in December 2013. 
 
RESOLVED – That the report be received and noted. 

 
29 CHILD SEXUAL EXPLOITATION (CSE)TASK GROUP  

 
The Chairman referred to the informal meeting on 3  November 2014, at which it 
been proposed that the investigation of the adequacy of  arrangements in 
Cheshire East in respect of CSE should be referred to a Task and Finish group 
for detailed investigation. 
 



He informed the committee that he had met with officers to discuss the draft 
scope for the review and that he intended to complete the review by the end of 
January 2015. 
 
RESOLVED – That the following Members be appointed to the CSE task and 
finish Group: 
 
Councillors Phil Hoyland, Arthur Moran, Gill Merry 

 
 

30 OFSTED INSPECTION  
 
Tony Crane Director of Children’s Services informed the committee that the 
Council had recently been the subject of an unannounced inspection of 
safeguarding arrangements. 
 
It was hoped that a formal report on the outcome of the inspection would be 
reported to the next meeting of the Committee. 
 
 Resolved- That the report be received. 

 
 

31 FORWARD PLAN  
 
The Committee considered the latest version of the forward plan. 
 
RESOLVED – That the Forward Plan be noted. 

 
 
 
 

The meeting commenced at 2.00 pm and concluded at 4.00 pm 
 

Councillor P Hoyland (Chairman) 
 

 


